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Legal Requirements For Wedding Ceremonies

You must both be over the age of 18 years.

If you under the age of 18 you must have obtained the correct legal
consents to marry and these would need to be sighted.

You must complete a Notice of Intended Marriage (NOIM) and it must
be with me at least one calendar month before your chosen wedding
day. (NOIM forms are available from me.)

Shortening of Time i.e. marrying before the one month notice time
has elapsed. A Prescribed Authority may give permission. Your
celebrant will inform you of the procedure.

Can one party sign? If a party to an intended marriage cannot
conveniently sign this notice at the time, the other party may sign the
notice and give to the celebrant. It is important to note that the

Notice must be given by both parties even if only one can
conveniently sign it.

However in this case, the party who has not signed the

notice must sign it, in the presence of the celebrant,

before the marriage is solemnised. This situation might

arise if one of the parties is overseas, working interstate

or in a remote country area or is in hospital etc.

When completing the legal papers required, both parties

must produce Proof of Birth. If born in Australia your

celebrant will need to sight your full Birth Certificate.

Please note: a Passport is not acceptable even

though it may be useful to establish your identity, if the

celebrant needs to do so. Statutory Declarations are only acceptable
in really unusual circumstances e.g. when there is a "No Record" of
birth.

For persons born outside Australia, Birth Certificates or Passports
are acceptable. Statutory Declarations are only acceptable in rare
circumstances. If the birth certificate is in a language other than English
this needs to be translated by a recognised translator.

Does a celebrant have to see proof of residence?

No. Tourists visiting Australia may get married here, and frequently do,
because of the high standard of secular ceremonies in this country

If of you have been previously married, you must produce proof of your
Divorce (Decree Absolute) or Certificate of Divorce, and if either of your
spouses is deceased, you will need to produce the Death Certificate.

On the day of your marriage you will require two witnesses over 18
years to sign your wedding certificates.
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Frequently Asked Questions

. How long is a civil ceremony?

. This will depend on the ceremony you choose however
they usually range between 10 to 20 minutes.

. How many times do I need to see my Celebrant?

. If you book your Celebrant several months ahead you will see your
celebrant on three occasions. The first time to complete your Notice
of Intended Marriage form and the Celebrants Booking and
Information Form. This visit is between 1 to 1 1/2 hours. At this
interview you will also be given a folder of sample material to take
away so you can choose the various components of your ceremony.

Your second visit is just to drop back the folder and to give your
Celebrant instructions about the content of your ceremony. This visit
is really only 5 to 15 minutes.

The third time you see your Celebrant is to complete the required
Statutory Declaration. This visit is around 30 minutes.

Should you book your Celebrant within a couple months only of your
wedding date then the first and last visits can be combined meaning
that you only see your Celebrant on two occasions.

With other ceremonies such as Namings Renewals etc you would
usually also meet with the celebrant on two occasions. You would
also be given the loan of resource material however there are no
legal documents to complete.

Q. What are the fees?

A. The fees vary depending on the type of ceremony e.g. wedding
naming, renewal etc. The pricing for your ceremony will be provided
on contact.

. What does the fee cover?

. All interviews required completing legal documentation and ceremony
preparation.

The lodgement of all legal documents with Births Deaths and
Marriages.

Youdceupl es o we d,chaming cedifcate or dthercrelevaat
certificates.
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Application form and envelope for you to obtain your official marriage
certificate which will be required as proof of change of name.

All stationery, fax, phone and postage costs, my time and travel
throughout the Perth Metropolitan area

The loan of one my Ceremony resource folders for a number of
weeks, to assist you in the selection of all aspects of your ceremony.
You may also wish to borrow one of my books.

Your ceremony prepared with your choice of content, including if
requested, a variety of symbolic and ritual possibilities such as hand
fasting, warming of the rings rose, ribbon and lighting of candles
inclusions.

A personally prepared introduction, which tells your story and the
special qualities you see in each other.

A draft copy of your ceremony sent to you so you can make any
further changes.

A well presented copy of your ceremony that matches as close as
possible your colour theme and flowers or for namings artwork that is
age appropriate.

A signing table, two chairs and tablecloth (if required for outdoor
weddings) and the use of a Public Address system where

necessary.

Advice & guidance when you require it.

A rehear sal at cel ebrantds hcec

Discussion and advice about the ceremony by email if
required.

An assurance that I will be prompt in all my dealings with you.

I will arrive at the place of ceremony 30 minutes before the due time
and liaise with all required persons such as musicians, photographer
and reception personnel.

I will be at all times professional and courteous.

. What do I need to do to book you as my Celebrant?

. The best thing from here is that you contact me so we can arrange a
time for our first interview.
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Points ThatWill Ensure YouReceiveA Quality Service

You will be made to feel welcome, and relaxed during your face-to-face
interviews with your Celebrant.

All your ideas and wishes are listened to and taken on board.

You will be provided with a good variety of sample/options for your
ceremony.

You will be loaned material to take home where you can make your
choices in the privacy of your own home.

Your Celebrant will resource other material should you have specific
wishes.

Cultural and symbolic components will be included if this is your wish.

If you have children, appropriate ways of involving them in your
ceremony will be discussed with you.

You will be given by email or mail a draft copy of your ceremony to make
changes should you wish.

You are entitled to unlimited contact with your Celebrant by phone and
or email.

You will be provided with a well-presented copy of your ceremony on
your special day.

Your Celebrant will arrive in plenty of time and will not book another
ceremony so close that they need to rush off.

Your Celebrant dresses as far as possible to fit in with your ceremony.
Your ceremony will be presented in a clear voice with enthusiasm and
genuine interest.

A public address system will be used where necessary at no extra cost to
you,

Your celebrant will provide all the required legal paperwork and ensure
that it is returned to Births Deaths and Marriages well within the required
timeframe.

You will be given a copy of the Celebrants Code of Conduct.

You will be provided with a written and signed agreement that covers all
agreed aspects relating to your ceremony.(weddings)

“Ot would be my privilege to officiate at your ceremony’”
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